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Two Philosophies And 


A Widening Chasm 


As much as we may desire to disregard the tact 
and as deeply as we regret the implicé ations, it 
is increasingly clear that the basic issue in our 
church, and in Protestantism as a whole, centers 
around two varying philosophies having to do with 
the Church, her mission and her message. 


Our church is now torn between two factions, 
one pressing for organic union with other Pres- 
byterian bodies, the other opposing this proposal, 
not primarily because the principle of union is 
distasteful but rather because they see in this em- 
phasis on ecclesiastical organization a symptom 
which stems from a philosophy they feel is doing 
irreparable harm to the witnessing power of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. 


Admitting, of course, that the observations of 
this editorial do not hold good in all individual 
cases, and further admitting that on both sides of 
the present controversy there are those in whose 
minds there are other considerations which influ- 
ence their thinking and their decisions, yet, we 
are convinced that by and large there are two dis- 
tinctive philosophies which are dividing us. 


In a recent debate on the question of church 
union our gracious opponent (and he was gracious 
in every way), appealed for union on the “com- 
mon Presbyterian heritage of Dabney, Warfield, 
Hodge,” etc., etc. Our immediate rejoinder was 
that if there were contemplated a union on- the 
basis of the historic Presbyterian faith, as exem- 
plified by these and other great men of their 
acknowledged scholarship and integrity ‘THEN 
THERE WOULD BE NO ISSUE. 
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But, the theology of these men has been largely 
supplanted in the minds of many, particularly in 
places of influence and leadership, by the theology 
of Barth, Brunner, Tillich, Niebuhr and a gen- 
eration of scholars who have cut loose from the 
anchor of a completely trustworthy and authori- 
tative Bible and who have, by their brilliance, per- 
suaded a great host to follow them into the fields 
of human speculation and rationalism. They do 
not all see eye to eye. Some are severely critical 
of the others, but they have one thing in common 
and that is both a rationalistic and an irreverent 
approach to the Scriptures. 


For some strange reason they do not realize that 
in the field of practical Christian approach—bring- 
ing a sinner to a saving knowledge of Christ— 
they cannot produce. Human reasoning, philosophy 
and sophistication never have and never will bring 
a conviction of sin, nor a sense of spiritual need 
which finds its solution alone in the shed blood 


of Calvary. The new theology only too often by- 
passes the need of the new birth with a program of 
education and an appeal to people to join the 
Church and take part in its program. 


We write with deep conviction and with strong 
feeling for we have recently had a long personal 
conference with a brilliant and most attractive 
young man who has been the victim of this training 
and teaching and who has found that his ministry 
is crumbling in dust and ashes. At the same time 
we have been in correspondence with another who 
has now, by God’s grace and a mighty work of 
the Holy Spirit, himself been converted and who 
for the first time in his ministry tasted the joy of 
having a message and spiritual power. 


Protestant leadership must face this sobering 
fact. While Church membership is at an all-time 
high the influence of the Church is gravely im- 
paired because Church membership (so easy to 
acquire), and a vital Christian experience are often 
entirely different things, with nominal Christians 
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frequently being in the ascendancy in any given 
group. At the same time, the world’s population 
growth is faster than the spiritual birth-rate of the 
peoples of the world. 


The only way the Kingdom of Jesus Christ will 
truly be advanced is by a witness empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, founded on the Word of God 
and demonstrated by lives which themselves bear 
the stamp of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 
Every great spiritual awakening and advance has 
been marked by these characteristics but they are 
being stifled today by a philosophy which gives 
first place to human reason rather than divine 
revelation. 


This is not for one minute to say that all men 
are to be relegated to one of these two categories. 
Many simply have not thought through the im- 
plications, or the basis of their faith. Others are 
the victims of constant reading after those who 
in varying degrees have left or never been in the 
fold and whose opinions and judgments are them- 
selves the result of following men. Others are 
naive enough to accept at face value everything 
which takes the name “Christian.” 


One of the things which amazes the evangelical 
is the resounding silence of the liberal when clear 
deviations from the Christian faith are noted. The 
liberal is silenced because he has himself com- 
promised somewhere along the line and he cannot, 
in good conscience, take issue with someone who 
has compromised at some other point. But, he 
has none of these inhibitions when it comes to 
belittling or even castigating the evangelical. We 
saw a similar phenomenon in China when the Jap- 
anese occupied our city. It was the Chinese who 
were working with the Japanese who were hardest 
on their own people. So a liberal, regarding doc- 
trines such as the Virgin Birth as electives, to be 
accepted or rejected by individual opinion, finds 
there is little he can say when another liberal 
rationalizes the miracles, or questions -the bodily 
resurrection of our Lord. Most of all, he is tongue 
tied when the reliability of the Scriptures is ques- 
tioned, because he has himself rejected its complete 
trustworthiness. 

In a recent conversation with a friend, one of 
the more outspoken liberals of our church frankly 
said: “I will have to admit that you and those 
associated with you hold the position our church 
formerly held, but that is not the Presbyterianism 
of today.” 


Friends—that is exactly the point and it is this 
for which this Journal has unfalteringly stood from 


its inception. Historic Presbyterianism is a valid 
faith; its view of the Scriptures is valid and its 
polity is valid. Now we find that there has emerged 
from within the fold a new philosophy which 
would change the interpretations and importance 
of the doctrines of historic Presbyterianism, bring- 
ing them into conformity with the varying shades 
of rationalistic and liberal concept of Christianity 
which is both popular and prevalent in current 
Protestantism. 


It is the toning down and evading of the content 
of the Christian faith and message to meet the 
demands of Christianity’s greatest enemy today— 
unbelief masquerading as _ scholarship—that is 
causing division within the Church of Jesus Christ 
and confusion on the outside. 


This divergence is both wide and deep. Many 
have accepted this deviation from the historic faith 
with eyes wide open while others have blindly fol- 
lowed their leadership. On the other hand some 
evangelicals fail to recognize some aspects of true 
progress or scholarship and in doing so hurt their 
testimony. But, if the Christian does not have the 
certainty of a divinely given revelation and the 
authority of that revelation both for faith and 
practice, then he inevitably finds himself adrift on 
the ever changing currents of human speculation— 
a miserable place to be when the vital matters of 
life, death and eternity are at stake. 


The implications of this cleavage are of the 
most serious import. Christianity—the Church— 
have prospered only as God, His Son and His 
Word are given the place of unswerving loyalty 
and devotion on the part of those who bear His 
Name. The immediate future is fraught with the 
gravest dangers and the greatest of these is that 
men may compromise in their basic loyalty to the 


Christ of the Bible. 


Paul, in his letters to Timothy, recognizes the 
grave danger which comes to each generation and 
which he states will be accentuated near the end 
of this age. He speaks of “a form of godliness but 
denying the power thereof,” of “ever learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
He tells us explicitly that “all that will live godly 
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” He 
further gives us this assurance: “All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness: that the man of God may be per- 
fect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 


This is written, not to attack, not to offend and 
not to condemn. It is writen because we believe the 
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power of the witness of the Church, the power of 
the individual Christian, the power to win souls 
to Jesus Christ is irrevocably involved. 


Let us heed Paul’s warning to Timothy: “O 
Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy 
trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and 
oppositions of science falsely so called: which some 
professing have erred concerning the faith.” 


—L. N. B. 





1893: 1923: 1953 


In 1893, Professor Chas A. Briggs of the U.S.A. 
Church, was suspended from the ministry for 
teaching that the Bible contains error. The U.S.A. 
General Assembly (Minutes for that year) adopted 
a report by a special committee which stated that 
Professor Briggs taught “contrary to the doctrines 
of Holy Scripture and the Standards of the Pres- 
byterian Church U.S.A., and in violation of or- 
dination vows.” Further, his “said erroneous 
teachings strike at the vitals of religion.” 


In such connection, in answer to several over- 
tures, we quote: “This General Assembly reaffirms 
the doctrine of the deliverance of the Assembly 
of 1892 touching the Inspiration of Holy Scrip- 
ture, viz., That the original Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments, being immediately inspired 
of God, were without error, and in so doing de- 
clares that the said deliverance enunciates no new 
doctrine and imposes no new test for orthodoxy, but 
interprets and gives expression to what has AL- 
WAYS BEEN THE BELIEF OF THE 
CHURCH TAUGHT IN THE WESTMIN- 
STER CONFESSION OF FAITH” (emphasis 
ours) . . . . And now, we go forward thirty 
years. 


In 1923, around 1300 ministers in the U.S.A. 
Church claimed that the General Assembly of that 
year, in reiterating the identical substance of the 
deliverance of the Assembly of 1893 (and 1892), 
as noted above, did elevate this statement on in- 
spiration, to the position of a “test for . 
standing in the Church.” Further, these 1300 held, 
and later affixed their signatures to the statement, 
that “the doctrine of inerrancy, intended to en- 
hance the authority of the Scriptures, in fact im- 
pairs their supreme authority for faith and life, 
and weakens the testimony of the Church to the 
power of God unto salvation through Jesus Christ.” 
But so far from being suspended, these men in 
orders were advanced to high, and even to the 
highest, honors in the Church, and were considered 
in good standing and in harmony with their ordina- 


tion vows! And they continue to be the controlling 
element in that Church. 


Here are two evidently quite contradictory at- 
titudes on this matter. Which is right? If Briggs 
was wrong and the Church right in 1893, why 
then, regarding the very same issue, were not the 
1300 wrong and the Church right in 1923? Is 
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truth affected by time? by space? by numbers? 
by human greatness or power? Does saying that 
a thing which is wrong, is right, make that wrong 
right, even if 1300 men say it! Does a majority 
or even the controlling element in any Church 
automatically carry the right along with it? 
Another thirty years go by. 


In 1953 came the latest Plan of Union between 
the ‘U.S.A. Church and ours and one other. This 
Plan involves as part of its basis, the solemn ac- 
ceptance of “the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments . . . acknowledged as the inspired 
Word of God, the only INFALLIBLE rule of 
faith and practice.” (The Plan, Bases of Union, 
p. 15). Also the common vows include “our full 
persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth” i.e. 
of the Scriptures. (The Plan, Confession of Faith, 
p. 49). And lest one should seek evasion of the 
significance of these statements in their precise ref- 
erence to the Church’s teaching on Inspiration, by 
claiming that one merely accepts the “system of 
doctrine,” and therefore is not bound to any “theory 
of Inspiration,” we refer to the Plan, p. 169, and 
note that the second question to which the candi- 
date for ordination gives oath, is “Do you believe 
the Scriptures of the Old nt New Testaments 
to be the Word of God, the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice?” Without bankrupting lan- 
gtiage, this means nothing other than what the 
U.S.A. Church affirmed in 1893, and what the 
1300 rejected in 1923, in contradiction of the 
U.S.A. Church’s historic position and contrary to 
our Church’s official position. 


It seems then that those who favor the Plan 
should either change the creed in its verbiage, or 
change their minds about union, unless we all 
openly agree that language means nothing. For 
how can there be a union in view of such equivoca- 
tion touching the very basis of Christianity itself? 

(NB—The point at issue here is not the dotting 
of I’s and the crossing of T’s: it relates to vital 
components of the Christian religion.) 


R. F. G. 
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CHRIST THE MEDIATOR 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


When we consider how people ignore the laws 
of God and transgress his commandments without 
concern, it seems that the doctrine of sin, sum- 
marized in Chapter VI of the Confession, must 
be the most important doctrine of all. And until 
people acknowledge that their lives offend God, 
presumably this doctrine is indeed the most impor- 
tant in a practical approach. But when sin is rec- 
ognized as such, then it will seem that Chapter 
VIII, which outlines the remedy for sin, is the 
most important. 


Of course, this feeling that one doctrine or one 
chapter is the most important is purely psycholog- 
ical, momentary, and relative to a particular pur- 
pose. One might as well ask which wheel or tire 
of an auto is the most important. Presumably it 
is the tire that is about to run over a tack. Other- 
wise they are all equally important. This is true 
of the chapters of the Confession because they fit 
together as a system and are not haphazard and 
disjointed. It was previously pointed out in one 
of these articles that the doctrines of predestination 
and providence underlie effectual calling and per- 
severance of the saints; the covenant bears on New 
Testament baptism; and of course the fall of man 
necessitates a Redeemer and Mediator. They all 
fit together. 


Chapter VIII is longer than most. It contains 
a wealth of material. First, the work of Christ 
is referred to the eternal purpose of God. This 
work is then divided into the functions of prophet, 
priest, and king. Two lines further, it is stated 
that the Father from all eternity gave to his only 
Son “a people to be his seed, and to be by him in 
time redeemed, called, justified, sanctified, and 
glorified.” This divine truth, so frequently men- 
tioned in the Gospel of John, seems to have been 
slighted in contemporary preaching. Whether this 
is so or not, the ministers and the people can de- 
termine by trying to recollect the last sermon on 
the subject. 


The second section of this chapter mentions the 
deity and the humanity of Christ, the two natures 
in one person. And though this recalls dim mem- 
ories of ancient Chalcedon, it is equally important 
today. If Christ were a mere man, he could not 
function as a mediator; nor could he if he were 
simply God. In both cases he would be confined 
to one extreme and fail to link the two. If Christ 
were neither God nor man, but an angel or some- 
thing, he would be a barrier between God and 
man rather than a mediator. But as both God 
and man, as truly God as man and as truly man 
as God, Christ can be the Mediator and unite 
God and men. ' 

The Virgin Birth, the life of humiliation, the 
pain of crucifixion, the resurrection of the same 
body in which he suffered, the ascension, and his 
return to judge men and angels at the end of the 
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world, are all essential; but here they can only 
be listed. 


Of supreme importance (everything is of su- 
preme importance) is the significance of Christ’s 
crucifixion. By his death, says Section V, Christ 
“fully satisfied the justice of his Father, and pur- 
chased not only reconciliation, but an everlasting 
inheritance for all those whom the Father 
hath given him.” The central point of the Chris- 
tian message, the point which every faithful 
evangelist must emphasize, the first point that a 
Christian should understand about salvation is that 
Christ’s death satisfies divine justice. Today it is 
customary to call this the doctrine of the Atone- 
ment; but it used to be called the Satisfaction, 
and Satisfaction is rather the better name. 


When Christians are asked what is their favorite 
passage, they cite John 3:16 or the twenty-third 
Psalm, or a portion of Isaiah. And no one can 
fail to appreciate the beauty of these passages. But 
if a malevolent demon were to deprive the world 
of the Bible, and to me was given the heavy re- 
sponsibility of preserving just a few lines for pos- 
terity, | would unhesitatingly pass by the twenty- 
third Psalm, the beautiful portions of Isaiah, and 
even John 3:16. I would select Romans 3:25-26. 
These Pauline verses do not have the beauty of 
the Psalms, nor the majestic style of Isaiah, nor 
the emotional appeal of John 3:16; but they have 
the heart of the gospel, they explain precisely what 
Christ did in his death, they show the method of 


salvation. 


Other matters in Chapter VIII must be omitted 
in order to mention the final section that guar- 
antees that Christ did not die in vain. “To all 
those for whom Christ hath purchased redemption, 
he doth certainly and effectively apply and com- 
municate the same.” As Isaiah said, “He shall 
see of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied.” 
And as Christ himself said, “All that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me.” Thus we are as- 
sured that no one for whom Christ died will be 
lost. 


’ 


Many times I have preached in rescue missions. 
Looking at these half drunken derelicts, these mis- 
erable victims of gross sin, one could wonder 
whether it was any use to preach to them. How 
can their perverted minds be expected to respond 
to a Christian sermon? Certainly no natural 
ground of expectation is possible. But if any of 
these gutter bums has been given to Christ by 
the Father, Christ doth effectually communicate 
redemption to him, “effectually persuading them 
by his Spirit to believe and obey,” or as was stated 
in Chapter VII iii on the Covenant, giving them 
“his Holy Spirit to make them willing and able 
to believe.” 

Therefore the preacher need not be discouraged, 
for God has promised that “my word shall not 
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto [| sent it.” (Isaiah too has some passages 
worth preserving. ) 
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DON’T MISS THIS! 


(Here is information which may be a revelation 
to many who will be grateful for it.—Ed.) 


“Thank you, Mr. X————, for the wonderful 
message this morning; and we’re so grateful, too, 
for what you did for us during our illnesses and 
other troubles during the year. You have certainly 
brought the true meaning of Jesus closer to me 
and my family.” 


That expression of gratitude was made by many 
Presbyterians to their pastors on a nice Sunday 
morning in December around 1938. 


If a pastor was nearing sixty-five he was prob- 
ably due to retire; and chances are, he was retired 
soon thereafter. Whatever became of him? Is 
he still living? How is he getting along? What 
does he live on? Is he happy? He might have 
been a completely forgotten man had it not been 
for our Church’s Ministerial Relief Program, and 
the Joy Gift made by you and many others each 
December. This is the supplement gift that at- 
tempts to help aged Presbyterian ministers and 
their wives. This is the gift that is intended to 
help them live out their remaining days in decency 
and respect, and in some cases make the difference 
between want and enough. 


Trouble is, there just isn’t enough money com- 
ing in to really give them all a decent living. 


Let’s look at the general picture concerning min- 
isters of the Gospel. 


National publicity has now pretty well uncovered 
the fact that ministers have long been underpaid. 
Let’s- understand at the outset that the ministers 
are not complaining. But many fairminded and 
dedicated members of the laity are coming to un- 
derstand that the minister's income, even today 
in most cases, does not compare with the income 
of other professional people of similar intelligence 
and education. Actually, it is more in line with 
clerks, some salesmen and factory workers. It is 
the laymen who have come to be somewhat em- 
barrassed when they compare their own incomes 
with that of their pastors, and who are beginning 
to feel that little twinge of conscience gnawing. 


Today, ministers in our denomination can qualify 
for our Presbyterian annuity plan and, this, with 
Social Security which goes into effect this year, 
will help him and his wife after he retires. It'll 
provide only a small income because his salary, 
from which he builds for the future, is small. 


But the minister who retired before 1940 (the 
year the Presbyterian annuity plan went into ef- 
fect) cannot qualify in retirement. If he is un- 
empioyed—and at 70 to 80, he usually is—he 
cannot come under Social Security benefits either. 
Working, as most pastors work, it is probable 
that he did not save anything during his pastorate, 
nor was he able to buy endowment insurance and 
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thus live in Florida or California during the win- 
ters. More than likely the typical picture at Christ- 
mas time would show the minister and his wife 
living in one room in a worn down district, and 
dependent, in large, upon community welfare and 
the gratitude of church members. 


If any group of people should be impressed with 
gratitude, it is we church members. For we are 
grateful for the greatest thing in life—the saving 
grace of Jesus, and we will certainly want to help 
look after the people who showed us and our 
fathers and mothers the Way, and who ministered 
in sO many ways to our other needs. 


Now, many small Joy Gifts are made each 
year. But if we're to do the job and clear our 
consciences, more people are going to have to give, 
and if possible give a little more in some cases. 


Currently, there are 54 ministers and 227 wid- 
ows on our Ministerial Relief rolls. Broken down, 
it reads this way: Ministers, age 94 - one; age 91 - 
one; ages 80 to 89 - eighteen; ages 70 to 79 - 
twenty-seven; ages 60 to 69 - seven; Widows, 
ages 90 to 97 - eight. (One is 97; one is 94; 
two are 92; two are 91; two are 90.) Ages 80 
to 89 - seventy-four; (twenty-six are 85 or over.) 
Ages 70 to 79 - one hundred (fifty-three are 75 
or over) ages 60 to 69 - thirty-four (seventeen 
are 65 or over) Ages 50 to 59 - ten (five are 
over 55) and one widow, age 30. In addition 
we have 191 ministers who have retired for age 
and disability under the annuity plan, and their 
income must be supplemented by the Joy Gift. 
Along with this we have 418 widows and orphans 
whose income must also be supplemented. 


Now, let’s look at gratitude from the other end. 
From the people who are receiving small sums. 
Note the-true humility of the recipients regardless 
of amounts given to them. They are expressing 
thanks for extra amounts given them and made 
possible by our church members, 


(From a Mexican minister, age 80) “I greatly 
appreciate your unexpected letter together with the 
check for $50. This was a pleasant and substantial 
surprise since I was only expecting the usual check. 
I can imagine the pleasure people like you have 
in being able to sign checks double or triple the 
amount (the usual amount) in favor of the retired 
ministers. I take that fund as sacred and do not 
waste a cent of it.” 


(From a minister, age 75) “BROTHER !!!! 
One Hundred dollars! Two and a half times the 
regular check. How grateful we are to our Heav- 
enly Father, to you and the Board and to the 
Church as a whole.’ The day the check came 
there arose an unexpected demand for some money. 


PRAISE HIS NAME’”. 


(From a minister, age 80) “You will never 
know what it meant to me to receive that nice 
check. Were it not for these extra amounts from 
time to time I hardly know how we could make 
ends meet.” 
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“Women Elders In The Church” 


By Rev. T. K. Mowbray 
Spartanburg, S. C. 


in the Plan providing for the Reunion of the 
Presbyterian Church U. S. A. and the Presby- 
terian Church U. S., under the section Form of 
Government, Chapter 15, page 145, and Chapter 
17, pages 147-150, 192, provision may be made 
for the election and ordination of women elders 
and deacons. 


Is this provision in accordance with the express 


teaching of the Bible, God’s Holy Word? 


Thomas Witherow, in his pamphlet, “Which 
Is The Apostolic Church,” page 46, says: 

“All offices in the Christian Church take origin 
from the Lord Jesus Christ. Himself is the 
Author and embodiment of them all: He is the 
Apostle of our profession; He is an Evangelist, 
preaching peace to them that are afar off, and to 
them that are nigh; He is the great Pastor or 
Shepherd of the sheep—the Bishop of souls; and 
He is the Deacon or servant who came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister. All officers in 
the Church are embodied in the Person of Christ.” 


It has been the custom in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church to elect men only to church offices, 
as our form of church government is based upon 
Scriptural injunctions and example, conforming 
to the principle that “all offices in the church are 
embodied in the person of Christ,” as Dr. 
Witherow has so ably enunciated. 


There seems to be no evidence of any woman 
ever sitting with the elders in an official capacity 
in either the Old or the New Testament. The 
great and good women of Scripture are numerous. 
Time would fail to tell of Sarah, Rebecca, Miriam, 
Hannah, Ruth, Esther, Mary, Elizabeth, Martha, 
Lydia, and many others. But none of these women 


held offices in the church. 


No woman wrote a book of the Bible, as far 
as known. No woman is listed among the major 
or minor prophets. 


Because of the age in which they lived, in Bible 
times, woman’s place was in the home. Modern 
education and opportunity have removed many of 
the limitations under which women labored in the 
past. Women today are more the equals of men 
than ever before. Society has been richly blessed 
because of their emancipation. But there seems 
to be a limitation upon woman’s place in the 
church, according to the Scriptures. To transgress 
this may result in the wrath and curse of God 
for disobedience to His revealed will. 


The church is a spiritual institution and Christ is 
the head of it. We assume that the home is also 
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a spiritual institution, and that Christ is or should 
be its head: “The head of every man is Christ.” 


WHY HAS THE QUESTION OF ADD- 
ING WOMEN TO THE ELDERSHIP BEEN 
PROPOSED? 


First, because of the admitted failure of some 
elders to perform their duties. In Home Mission 
fields, it has been difficult to find men for this 
office. Hands have been laid, in some instances, 
too hastily, upon unworthy persons. They did 
not understand the purpose and mission of the 


church. 


Another reason advanced for bringing women 
into the eldership has been their phenomenal success 
in administering the woman’s work of the church, 
which has grown enormously in prestige, influence 
and financial power during the past 25 years. 


IS IT IN VIOLATION OF SCRIPTURE 
TEACHING TO HAVE WOMEN ELDERS 
IN THE CHURCH? 


In Bible Church Studies by Rev. Herbert H. 
Hawes, D.D., Ch. 31, Church Government in 
the Old Testament, we read: 


“No organized society can exist for any length 
of time without a system of government. (Acts 


12:15; | Tim. 4:14.) 


It is also evident that the officers of God's 
Church must exist and act according to His Will. 
Man is not to choose how God’s Church is to be 
governed. The patriarchs were head of the church 
in its infancy. When their seed became a multi- 
tude in Egypt, “Zequenim”—‘“old men” (elders) 
appear in their history; later they became Israel’s 
representatives. In Exodus 12:21,23, the elders 
act for and with the peoplé in preparation for 
the Passover. Here for the first time ‘“edah” 
(congregation) and “qahal” (assembly) are used. 
“In these elders and their successors the Church 
had its officers until the New Testament times. 
The Priesthood ceased with the New Dispensation 
(Mt.27:51 Mark 15:38; Heb. 8 and 9) but the 
“elders” remained, and theis worthy successors 
are to be found in the later history of the church. 


We would emphasize every word of our con- 
clusion as to the expression of God’s idea for His 
church. In New Testament history, only men are 
seen to have been called to permanent official work 
in the church; and the qualifications demanded 
(I Tim 3; Titus 1) contemplate men ONLY, 
as holding the high office of “kerux” (public 
herald) messenger, preacher. We see that our 
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Lord called and commissioned NONE BUT MEN 
to preach the gospel officially, or to hold any office 
in the church. 


IS THE CHURCH A SOCIAL OR A 
DIVINE INSTITUTION? 


If the church is a divine institution, as we 
believe, and its officers in Scripture have always 
been men, will not the church violate the law 
of God by sanctioning the admission of women 
as its primary spiritual leaders instead of men? 


As a purely ‘social organization, could not the 
church exist with women elders? Men and women 
teach school together, engage in business and pro- 
fessional life as partners; in many ways are as- 
sociated as equals in clubs and societies. Why 
would it not work in the church? It would, if 
the church were purely a social organization, and 
not a Divine spiritual institution. 


The church originated in the home. No doubt, 
God gave Adam and Eve instructions about 
worship, the need of sacrifice for sin, and need 
of proper conduct, as well as warnings about re- 
‘jecting his Divine Law. In time the patriarchs 
became the spiritual leaders. As a nation, the 
tabernacle was set up to contain the essential rites 
of their Divine religion amid wilderness journeys. 
Established as a nation, the temple was erected 
to become the focal point of national worship. 


In all these types and places of worship, the 
men assumed the authority for their erection and 
maintenance. The women took care of the home. 
Deborah and Queen Esther were nationally 
famous. Their authority was CIVIL and not 
religious. Neither one ever belonged to a board 
of elders in Scripture. 


Today, women need to center their interest in 
development of Christian families; trying to elim- 


inate juvenile delinquency. Our Sunday School 
enrollment has dropped from 5% to 30%, al- 
though our population is increasing. The children 
are more valuable than many social and com- 
munity organizations which tend to leave neglected 
homes. 


Men are drifting into fraternal and social service 
clubs rapidly because the church has failed to meet 
their needs. Such clubs are for MEN ONLY. 
The advent of women to church leadership will 
only hasten the departure of men into these other 
organizations. No matter how worthy these groups 
may be, they are not the Church of the Living God. 
They cannot offer men ETERNAL LIFE. 


When Christ’s Eternal Spirit moves out of the 
church, we must write “Ichabod,” over its doors, 
“He wist not the Spirit of the Lord had departed 
from him.” (Judges 16:20) 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR DECEMBER 12 


. J. KENTON PARKER 





Yearning For The Living God 


Background Scripture: Psalms 42; 84; 
102:25-27. Devotional Reading: Psalms 63: 
1-8, 


“My soul thirsts for Thee”; blessed indeed is the man who can truly utter these words! Blessed 
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 


We were made in the image of God; made to hold communion and fellowship with Him. Sin has 
marred the image, and broken the fellowship, and separated us from God. Augustine said that we were 
made for God and are never satisfied until we find Him. He spoke from the depth of his own sinful and 


unsatisfied heart, as he tried for many years to flee 
from God and satisfy himself with the “husks of 
this world.” 


There are those, however, who, at least on the 
surface, seem satisfied to live and die without God. 
They seem to have no desire, no thirst, for the 
living God. Deep down in their innermost being 
there may be feelings and desires which grace can 
restore, but to all appearances, they have no such 
desire. The Holy Spirit has to awaken us to our 
need of God, and plant the thirst within our souls. 
To even talk of such things is “foolishness” to 
some men. Jesus said that when the Spirit came 
He would convict men of sin, especially the sin 
of unbelief, and Paul says in Ephesians 2:1, “And 
you did he quicken when ye were dead through 
your trespasses and sins” (R.V.). Dead souls are 
not thirsty for God. The cry of the psalmist is 
the cry of a quickened soul. The Holy Spirit has 
awakened a need for God. When this desire is 
kindled within us, we will seek Him with our 
whole heart. 


In the 63rd Psalm David expresses his intense 
yearning for the living God, and confidently ex- 
claims, My soul shall be satisfied. Wandering in 
the wilderness, hunted by Saul, his enemy, he 
remembers God, and meditates upon His loving- 
kindness. There is no better way to spend the 
wakeful hours of the night than to commune with 
God. God upholds and strengthens his servant 
in his hour of loneliness and need. 


We live in a materialistic age. Few of us take 
the time to really seek for God. We are too busy 
to be thirsty, or only realize how thirsty we are 
when we are laid aside on a bed of sickness, or 
have a wreck in our car and come near to death’s 
door. I feel sure that we would live longer and 
do much more, if we took more time for quiet 
meditation. I was in prayer-meeting not long ago 
and after what seemed a long time spent in prayer, 
our leader asked if we knew how long we had 
been there, and said, We have spent five minutes 
in prayer. 
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I. The Longing Soul: Troubled and Cast Down: 
Psalms 42, 


Psalms 42 and 43 belong together, and are writ- 
ten as one psalm in some texts. This psalm lets 
us into the very heart of a troubled soul, for the 
longing soul is a troubled soul. Tears have been 
his meat day and night, while men have been 
taunting him with the question, “Where is thy 
God?” All of “thy” waves and billows have gone 
over him, and it looks as though God had forgot- 
ten all about him. There are always atheistic, 
agnostic, unbelieving men and women ready with 
their questions. They say, You believe in God; 
where is He in your time of need? Why does 
He allow His child to suffer? Are you any better 
off than we are? Then there are questions which 
arise within our own souls: “Why hast thou for- 
gotten me?” Has God forgotten to be gracious? 
What child of God has not had some misgivings 
of this sort? What shall I do when these and 
similar questions come? 


“My soul is cast down within me, therefore 
I remember thee.” Remembering God is a good 
tonic for a discouraged heart. Some people are 
more easily disturbed than others: we have disposi- 
tions like Thomas. If we will remember what 
God has done for others, “He will do for you,” 
then we can get our courage back. God’s love is 
a “steadfast” love; He is not kind today, and cruel 
tomorrow; He is not attentive at one time and 
forgetful at another. He gives songs in the night. 
If we will turn to Him in prayer, He will hear us. 


“Hope in God”: this is the refrain that echoes 
in both these psalms. This is the message which 
the world needs today. I am afraid that as a 
whole, the people of the world are putting their 
trust in man. We look to our leaders, to our diplo- 
mats and politicians to rescue us from our troubles, 
and all the while we are getting more hopelessly 
entangled in the meshes of the net which our 
shrewd enemies are drawing around us. The last 
half a century has seen more sad blunders than 
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in all our former history. It is high time for us 
to awake to the truth that our hope is in God, 
not in men. His power and His wisdom can save 
us, but we must call upon Him, and seek His face. 

This is a vital message for our own individual 
hearts. As Christians we face a hostile, unbelieving 
world. The men of the world cannot come to our 
aid in our times of trouble; in fact, they often 
increase our troubles with their questions which 
are calculated to instill doubts in our souls. It is 
often the case, also, that our well-meaning friends 
disappoint, or desert us, and, like Job, we cry out, 
Miserable comforters are ye. Our only safe and 
secure refuge is in God; the Ever-living, and Ever- 
loving, and Ever-faithful God. He can restore the 
health of our countenance; can change a gloomy 
face to a glowing face. 

Hope is a grace which means much to us as we 
travel through this “vale of tears,” but it must 
be hope that has a solid foundation; it must be 
real, not a mirage of the desert. So many of the 
hopes of men are without foundation, and hope 
deferred makes the heart sick. I think that most 
of our hearts grow sick as we see the failure of the 
plans of men to bring about peace in the world. 
Let every troubled, longing soul turn with utter 
confidence to God. 


II. The Lovely Dwelling-place: 
Psalms 84. 

God dwells in heaven, but He also lives in 
broken and contrite hearts, and He has conde- 
scended to meet with His people in special places 


here on earth. During the time of the patriarchs 
these places were often where they built altars. 
When Jacob had his wonderful dream he awoke 
with a feeling of fear, and said, How dreadful is 
this place, surely God is in this. place, and he 
named the place Bethel, or House of God. In 
later years when he seemed to be forgetting God, 
he was told to put away the strange gods and 
return to Bethel. 

Moses met God at the Burning Bush and was 
given his commission to go down to Egypt and 
lead Israel out. When he built the Tabernacle 
he was given the pattern for the “Tent of Meet- 
ing” on the Mount. Everything in this Tabernacle 
was typical or illustrative of the Way of man’s 
approach to God, and the Holiness of God was 
especially emphasized. The “Holy of Holies’” was 
the special spot in the Tabernacle which repre- 
sented the very presence of God; here was the 
“mercy-seat.” In the time of David the service 


of the Tabernacle was made to include music and 
singing. When Solomon built the Temple, this 
costly and beautiful building became the dwelling- 
place of God. As long as it was kept pure and 
holy God met with his people there through the 
mediation of priests, but the Temple was desecrated 
and defiled and destroyed at the time of the cap- 
tivity. 

In this beautiful Psalm we have some striking 
thoughts about the place where God dwells, 

The first thing we notice is the Joy that the 
worshipper feels as he longs for God’s House. 
“My soul longs, yea, faints for the courts of the 
Lord; my heart and my flesh sing for joy for 
the living God.” Whenever we think of the House 
of God it should be with a feeling of joy. “I was 
glad when they said to me let us go unto the 
house of the Lord.” If this were true, would not 
every church be filled to overflowing every Sabbath 
Day? 

The second thing we notice is the Strength we 
find in the Sanctuary: “Blessed is the man whose 
strength is in thee’; in the God Who dwells in 
His House. Here we find the strength to over- 
come sorrow; to turn weeping into a “place of 
springs.” They go from strength to strength. 
Every time we meet God in His House we become 
stronger. 

The third thing we notice is the Honor which 
comes to us: I had rather be a door-keeper in 
the House of God than to dwell in the tents of 
wickedness. It is better to be a servant in God’s 
house than to own a tent of our own. God honors 
His faithful “Door-keepers.” No good thing will 
He withhold from those that walk uprightly. 
Blessed indeed is the man who loves God’s Lovely 
Dwelling-place ! 

Ill. The Living God: 
Psalms 102: 25-27: ‘Thou art the same.” 

Many of the things which God created will 
wear out, or be changed, even the heavens and 
the earth, but He never changes. I am the Lord, 
I change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed. 

Sometimes our friends change. Some of the sad- 
dest disappointments which come to us are due 
to this. “I am Jehovah, I change not.” He uses 
the word which comes from the verb “to be.” He 
is the Ever-Living, Ever-Loving, Ever-Faithful 
One. There is our Hope. How firm a foundation, 
ye saints of the Lord! 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 12 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





How To Worship 


Hymn: “O Worship The King, All Glorious 
Above’”’ 

Prayer 

Scripture: Psalm 123 

Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Seal Us, O Holy Spirit” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

In our last program we considered the proper 
use of two of the most important elements in 
worship, Scripture and Prayer. In this program 
we want to discover how to conduct worship in 
general. We ought always to remember that we 
can approach God only through faith in Christ. 
There are many ways of planning and conducting 
worship, and if certain general principles are ob- 
served, God may be acceptably honored in any of 
these ways. Our speakers will discuss three of 
these principles. 


First SPEAKER: 

The American people, and American young peo- 
ple in particular, attach great importance to ac- 
tivity. We are not easily satisfied unless we are 


actively doing something. This can be a very vir- 
tuous attitude in many respects, but it may also 
mean that we are tempted to overlook the value 
of quietness. The Lord says, “Be still, and know 
that I am God.” 


It is quite possible that we do not make as much 
use of silent meditation as would be good for us. 
This is especially true of worship. We often jump 
right into conducting a service of worship without 
taking time to calm ourselves or to think about 
the seriousness of the thing we are about to do. 
We will be far more likely to really worship God, 
if we will allow more time in our devotional 
services for silent prayer and quiet meditation. It 
is particularly important to begin the service quietly 
and reverently. In spite of our natural urge to be 
doing or saying something, our worship will be 
much richer, if we will allow more time to planned 
silence, 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Another thing that many of our worship services 
need is better preparation. How many times do we 
wait until the last minute to choose the hymns, 
the Scripture passage, and someone to lead the 
prayers. All of these things ought to be taken 
care of in advance of the service. Often the leader 
of the worship gives the impression that he does not 
know what is coming next, and this may well be 
the case. The leader of worship ought also to urge 
those who are taking part in the service to make 
careful preparation. It is not very worshipful to 
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have the Scripture reader stumble through a pas- 
sage which he has never seen before. The par- 
ticipants in the worship will be more likely to 
make careful preparation of their parts if it is 
evident that the leader has made thoughtful plans 
already. 


Care should also be taken to prepare the place 
of worship. It is not necessary to have elaborate 
surroundings, but there can always be neatness 
and orderliness. It is not conducive to worship 
when chairs have to be arranged as the service 
begins, or if someone has to go hunt for hymn 
books or the offering plate. A few minutes of 
thoughtful planning can avoid all these distractions. 
It may be that no one will actually notice the 
various things that are done in preparation, but 
if they are done, all will find greater satisfaction 
in the worship. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 

The first two speakers have dealt mainly with 
what should be done to get ready for worship. 
Now we should think about the principle which 
comes into play as we actually worship. It is con- 
centration. When we sing hymns, do you think 
about the words and what they mean? The people 
who wrote the hymns intended to convey a mes- 
sage to all who would sing them. These messages 
cannot enrich our worship unless we open our 
minds and hearts to receive them. To sing wor- 
shipfully demands concentration. When the Bible 
is being read and prayer is being offered do you 
ever allow your mind to wander; in fact, do you 
usually follow what is being read and said? God 
cannot speak to you, and you cannot speak to God 
in these acts of worship unless you pay close atten- 
tion to the words. All of worship demands con- 
centration. 


How do we concentrate in worship? It takes 
practice just like anything else. The stories in the 
first readers of school children are very short be- 
cause children cannot concentrate very long at a 
time. But as the child continues to practice his 
reading, he finds that he can control his thinking 
for longer periods of time. We need to approach 
worship in this way. It may be that many of us 
are out of practice, but if we will set our hearts 
and minds to it, we can soon reach the place where 
we can concentrate in worship. It will mean that 
we will be truly honoring God, and we will be 
finding satisfaction for our own souls. 





Minister desires interview with pulpit commit- 
tees seeking pastor. For further details write c/o 
ae = , eee Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 
vi » 
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ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 84 


“Why Should I Do Personal Work?” 


“I’m not the preacher. That is clearly a part 
of his job. He is paid for it. He has been trained 
for it and has all the answers. Nor am I an 
elder, nor a deacon, nor a Sunday school teacher. 
I can see how any of these might be expected to 
talk to people about their souls; but I am just 
a plain church member—a private in the ranks. 
I attend the church services, always the Sunday 
morning eleven o'clock, and now and then a night 
service. I have even gone to prayermeeting on a 
Wednesday night. I always put something in the 
collection. I try to be a good citizen (and believe 
I am), I pay my debts, make a fairly liberal con- 
tribution to the Community Chest Drive, drop a 
coin in the legless beggar’s cup as I pass him on 
the sidewalk, careful to go to the polls and vote 
in every election, observe the traffic laws, and in 
every way endeavor to merit the respect of my 
neighbors. As I think of all this it seems to me 
I am living a pretty good clean life. Why should 
the preacher look straight at me as though I am 
a sheep killing dog when he talks about what he 
calls ‘soul winning’? I just don’t get it. When 
I joined the church I made no pledge to go around 
preaching and talking to people about religion. One 
thing I pride myself in, and that is keeping my 
contracts; I’m a man of my word. Why should 
I be made uncomfortable as | sit quietly and at- 
tentively in my pew on a Sunday morning? Answer 
me, Mr. Preacher!” 


My Brother, I’m glad to answer you. In the 
first place, you are away off the track and don’t 
know it. You are suffering from spiritual anaemia. 
You are short on red corpuscles. I say it in all 
kindness, for I know that if you can see this matter 
in the right light and discover how much you are 
missing it may lead you into the enjoyment of a 
new life. If you are saved it is because Jesus 
Christ shed His life blood on the cross for you, 
and you are under a debt to Him which you can 
never repay. But you can make a substantial pay- 
ment by doing the thing He most wants you to 
do; that is, to tell other lost souls that they can 
be saved simply by accepting Him as their Saviour, 
too. In this you have a distinct advantage—even 
over the preacher—for people are not surprised 
when the preacher or the godly elder or the Sun- 
day school teacher approaches them on this sub- 
ject; but when you come to them with it—you 
just one of the ordinary run of citizens, just a 
merchant or lawyer or doctor or day laborer—you 
a husband and father of a family, or a son or 
daughter of somebody—when you come, telling 
what Jesus Christ and the Christian life mean to 
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you—that brings on some new thinking which 
under the blessing of the Holy Spirit may be used 
to save a soul from eternal death and add another 
unit in the kingdom of God. 


“Let him know that he which converteth the 
sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.” 


James 5:20. 
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LIQUOR 


DID YOU HEAR THIS ON THE 
RADIO AND TELEVISION? 


The American Business Men’s Research Founda- 
tion suggests that there are fifteen “never forgets”: 


1. The “business” of dispensing alcoholic liquors 
can be carried on only by the express permission 
of the people. The courts have said so. 


2. Alcohol when used as a beverage, is dangerous 
both to the drinker and to those with whom he 
associates. 


3. It can no longer be said that liquor is a “social 
necessity.” 


4. Liquor is today a tragic menace on the high- 
ways. 


5. Alcoholic beverages have no place in business. 


6. For fifty-one years, the railroads of the United 
States have banned drinking by the men who oper- 
ate the trains. 


7. Judge Braude of Chicago, says at least thirty- 
three percent of all child delinquency is due to drink. 


8. The opening of a saloon in any community 
means that some boys and girls will have their 
future jeopardized. 


9. Liquor is a costly and unfair competitor of 
all legitimate retail business in any community. 


10. Liquor inspires crime, causes accidents, 
spreads destitution, increases unemployment and 
social disorder. 


11. Every liquor trade magazine today betrays 
fear of rising public sentiment against the traffic. 


12. The liquor traffic takes out of the people’s 
pockets, and largely diverts from local grocery, 


drygoods, meat market, hardware, clothing, boot 
and shoe shops, $59.28 per capita each year. 


13. The cost of liquor-bred crime, disease, in- 
efficiency and other undesirable consequences in the 
country at large, now averages $40.98 per capita 
additional to the direct expenditure, a total gross 
loss to the public due to liquor, of over $100.26 
per capita. 


14. Every town where liquor is permitted to be 
sold contributes to this loss. 


15. Any town can decide to stop the sale of 
liquor if it means it, and can steadily reduce liquor 
loss to the vanishing point. —Civic Bulletin. 


Women’s Work 


“LOVE . . 
The Badge Of Distinction” 








We like to be distinguished. A conventioner 
wears a badge, a blind man carries a cane, a sol- 
dier wears a uniform. All these are marks of dis- 
tinction that set the wearer out from the crowd. 


The Christian, too, has a badge. Not made of 
metal or plastic or wood or paper, his badge is 
a most perfect piece of workmanship. It cost the 
highest conceivable price, and it should be his 
highest possession. The badge the Christian wears 


is LOVE—THE BADGE OF DISTINCTION. 


I. It was fashioned by Christ. 

“As I have loved you ~ 

The perfect example of love was given us by 
Christ who, willingly becoming a man, became 
our Saviour through His death on the cross. Never 
has the world seen a finer example of love. We shall 
attempt to analyze that love—find the important 
parts of this badge our Saviour wears—so that we 
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can wear it, too. St. Paul has done it for us when 
he sums up the facets of Christ’s love thusly: 


“For ye know the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor that ye through his poverty might be 
rich.” 


The marks of Christ’s love are these: 


a. The richness of His possession, “though he 
was rich.” 


b. Willingness to sacrifice “yet he became poor.” 


c. Purposefulness of his giving “that ye through 
his poverty might be rich.” 


II. It is worn by Christians. 
“So love ye one another.” 


We who are Christ’s pattern our badge of love 
after His own. 


a. The richness of our possession. While our 
material resources are all that we need, “to sup- 
port this body and life,” our spiritual riches far 
surpass them. 


b. Willingness to sacrifice. Here sin makes it 
difficult to wear the badge of love, yet God’s grace 
makes it possible for us to overcome our natural 
selfishness. If we would love as Christ loved, we 
must be willing to give our first-fruits, the first 
of our best, to Him and His Church. This re- 
quires our time, our possessions, our personalities, 
our abilities. It is advantageous if our sacrifice 
is brought in an orderly and regular fashion. Pro- 
portionate giving is a commendable practice. 


c. Purposefulness of giving. Christ gave with 
the soul’s salvation of men as the final objective. 
So must we. It requires careful analysis and plan- 
ning on our part to determine how our funds can 
best serve our fellowman. The activities of the 
local congregation, the synodical body or denom- 
ination must be thoroughly understood since, as 
Paul says, “It is required of stewards that a man 
be found faithful.” This phase of love makes an 
appeal for an informed laity. 


III. It is recognized by all. 


“By this shall men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one toward another.” 


It does not take an artist to recognize beauty. 
Nor does it take a Christian to recognize Chris- 
tianity. If we wear the badge of love, Christ has 
assured us that men will recognize us for what 
we are. 


a. History proves it. The comment of Emperor 
Julian: “These men must be Christians; see how 
they love one another.” 


b. Proofs aplenty today. Set forth modern ex- 
amples of how the world recognizes the church 
and the Christian who unselfishly loves. 
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There is nothing wrong with the badge of love; 
its design cost the life of the greatest man who 
ever lived, of the Son of God himself. If there 
is any fault in the badge, it has become tarnished 
by lack of use. With God’s grace we shall strive 
to wear it as Christ designed it so that all will 
recognize it and be drawn to Him. 


George S. Schultz 
From Stewardship Facts. 





Europe By Bicycle! 

Honestly, I’m not crazy, even though a lot of 
people thought I was at first. Here’s how it all 
happened I found out about the American 
Youth Hostel organization by chance through a 
friend in New York and just one perusal through 
their literature was enough to convince me that 
I wanted to go to Europe the “AYH”’ way, i.e., 
“under my own steam.” The price was amazingly 
low, because American Youth Hostel groups are 
entitled to use hostels everywhere abroad. A hostel, 
by the way, is an inexpensive overnight stopping 
place for anyone who is hiking or biking, and by 
inexpensive, I mean as little as forty or fifty cents 
for bed and breakfast! A hostel also often means 
a straw mattress and outdoor washing facilities 
and crowded conditions, but that is a minor detail 
to hostelers. Equipment consists of only as much 
as can be crammed into saddlebags and carried 
on the back end of a bike. (The answer is nylon.) 
Our three-geared, lightweight English _ bicycles 
were built for this kind of traveling and were 
most satisfactory. 


I chose the Central Europe trip and_ sailed 
from Montreal June 10 on the Greek ship TSS 
Canberra. Each AYH group has no more than 
ten members, and our members were a congenial 
bunch from nine different states. Among them 
was a leader who had had hosteling experience 
in Europe and she gave us tips as to how and where 
we could eat cheaply: (The best way being to 
buy loaves of wonderful hard bread and cheese 
and jam for the whole group and find a beautiful 
shady spot to eat—no service charge this way.) 


Some of the highlights of my trip were cycling 
through beautiful English countryside: London, 
Dover; and taking a channel steamer to Ostend, 
Belgium. Another outstanding part of our tour 
was a steamer trip down the Rhine and also biking 
through the Rhine and Neckar Valley in Ger- 
many. We saw dozens of old crumbling “Rhine- 
castles” perched up over the river. 


The Austrian Alps were glorious with heavy 
snow on the peaks. I have never felt such ex- 
hiliration in my life as I did when we zoomed 
twenty-five miles an hour on our bikes down steep 
hills in the Alps valley! (With full pack that’s 


quite a stunt!) 


Venice was fascinating as was Florence and 
Milan. We were able to see DaVinci’s famous 
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“Last Supper” which was restored just before we 
arrived there. 


Sometimes all ten of us and our bicycles piled 
on third class trains—a major undertaking! We 
always managed to get everything and everyone 
on, but it was always a hilarious struggle from 
beginning to end. Traveling third class is one 
way to come in close contact with the natives. In 
fact it couldn’t have been closer with ten people 
in a compartment designed for six to be comfort- 
able in! We spent many a night on a train to 
somewhere to save money, but we never really 
minded. 


Some of the most magnificent scenery I saw was 
in Zermatt, Switzerland, at the foot of the Matter- 
horn. We had excellent weather and actually saw 
the Matterhorn without the little cloud that con- 
stantly seems to cover its tip. We walked and 
climbed until we ached, but the higher one climbed, 
the more beautiful the view and then we were 
more than repaid for our efforts. 


Paris was the climax of our tour, and for three 
days we crammed in everything possible. Our last 
night we took in the “Folies Begere,’ Moulin 
Rouge, had onion soup at four in the morning and 
then saw the heart of Paris, the markets, begin to 
stir. 

We were really reluctant to break up our tour 
in Paris, but the summer came to an end all too 
quickly. Many stayed in Europe for more biking, 
but I sailed from Southampton on the TSS Co- 
lumbia for home on August 8. 


It wasn’t all easy and certainly wasn’t all con- 
venient, but it was all fun and good fellowship, 
and we were able to see the “real thing” and not 
just tourist spots. In fact, I’m ready to go the 
“AYH” way all over again! 

—Helen Thorington. 
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Church News 


New Orleans — The sum of $4,700 has been 
raised for the Lois Garrison Memorial Building 
Fund which will be used for the erection of a hostel- 
ry and sanctuary at the Chinese Presbyterian Mis- 
sion here, according to Rev. Dayton Castleman, 
Mission minister. 





This project was started by the Chinese “out of 
their love and appreciation of the ministry of the 
late Miss Garrison for 25 years at the Mission,” 
Mr. Castleman stated. Major portion has been 
raised by the Chinese themselves. 





New Orleans — Mr. Lok-Tin Cheung, of Hong 
Kong, a graduate student at Baptist Theological 
Seminary of New Orleans, has been engaged as a 
part-time worker at the Chinese Presbyterian Mis- 
sion in New Orleans. His work is concerned large- 
ly with visitation and educational work in the dia- 
lect of most of the Chinese people. He preaches oc- 
casional sermons also bilingually. 


Mr. Cheung began his duties September 15. 





New Orleans (PN) — Mrs. T. H. Shepard, Jr., 
who has had wide experience in work at Napoleon 
Avenue Presbyterian Church and in other Presby- 
terian groups has been appointed recently as full 
time director of Education at that church, according 
to Dr. James Gregory, church pastor. She has held 
different offices in Women of the Church, has taught 
Sunday School, served as counselor at the Pioneer 
conference last summer. 





Atlanta, Ga. (PN) — A new era of growth for 
Westminster School here began last week with the 
laying of the cornerstone for a new junior school 
building. Participating in the ceremonies at the 
Presbyterian Church-associated school were Dr. 
Vernon §. Broyles, Jr., pastor of North Avenue 
Presbyterian Church and former executive secretary 
of the Board of Church Extension, Ivan Allen, Jr., 
general chairman of the school’s board, and Dr. Wil- 
liam L. Pressly, president. 





The Passing Of Roy Breg 


We are advised of the death, October 3lst, in 
Washington D. C., of W. Roy Breg, Executive 
Secretary of the Allied Youth Organization, while 
on a speaking tour in Wisconsin. Many Southern 
Presbyterians will remember Mr. Breg’s effective 
ministry, as he has spoken to youth gatherings 
in the South during Christian Endeavor days, and 
will be saddened by the news of his death. Inter- 
ment took place at Dallas, Texas, Nov. 3. 
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Clinton, §. C.—The Presbyterian College Board 
of Trustees has authorized construction of a new 
dormitory and initiation of a study toward future 
development of the institution, President Marshall 
W. Brown announced recently. 


Work on the new dormitory, estimated to cost 
approximately $200,000 and with facilities for about 
100 students, will start within the next few months. 
It will be ready for use at the start of the new 
school year next fall. 


President Brown said he also received trustee 
approval to employ the nationally known firm of 
Marts and Lundy to conduct a study to determine 
other needs of Presbyterian College and to assist 
in planning for its future development. 





Davidson, N. C. — Dr. John R. Cunningham, 
president of Davidson College, and Dr. Blake R. 
Van Leer, president of the Georgia Institute of 
Technology, announce a college program jointly 
adopted by the two institutions to train future en- 
gineers. 


Georgia Tech is one of the first engineering 
schools in the South to adopt this new three-two 
educational program. Davidson is one of the first 
group to be selected for affiliation with it to enable 
students to obtain two degrees in a liberalized course. 
The objective of the three-two plan, by the integra- 
tion of a three-year liberal arts course and a two- 
year engineering course, is to better prepare the 
engineering student for his chosen profession. 


Students entering the joint program, effective 
immediately, will study three years at Davidson, 
then go to Georgia Tech for two years in one of 
the eight engineering courses there. Upon gradua- 
tion they will receive both the bachelor of arts and 
engineering degrees in five years, instead of the six 
years normally required to earn the two degrees. 


Davidson has a similar affiliation with the Co- 
lumbia University School of Engineering, initiated 
in 1953 and now in effect. 





Taking a leaf from a successful event in Louis- 
ville of the past winter, the Presbyterian Ministerial 
Association of Knoxville is to sponsor an Officer 
Training Institute on December 12 and 13 at the 
First Presbyterian Church. The leader of the insti- 
tute will be Dr. C. Morton Hanna of Louisville 
Seminary. 





Fruitful Revival 


“The Alabama Avenue Church, Selma, Ala., of 
which Dr. Geo. W. Cheek is pastor, has just ex- 
perienced a modern Pentecost, under a week’s 
evangelistic preaching by the Rev. Ned Iverson, 
of Augusta, Ga. Young Iverson’s messages, under 
the evident power of the Holy Spirit, influenced 
a change and reconsecration on the part of many 
older Christians. Also a new insight into the 
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Scriptures was given, sending many to their Bibles 
for a more careful study. A greater adherence to 
the Pauline and Calvinistic interpretations of the 
spirit of Christ, and the Inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, have been induced; in fact the evangelist 
stood four-square on the historic principles and 
standards of our Church. No church wanting to 
be revived from a life of coldness and indifference, 
should fail to send for this young Evangelist. His 
last service on the dedication of life increased the 
Missionary Spirit. There were 21 additions on 
Profession. 





Synod Of Mississippi 
Special Meeting 

The Synod of Mississippi met in adjourned ses- 
sion at Belhaven College, Nov. 4, 1954, to con- 
sider certain matters of special interest carried 
over from the stated meeting in September. In 
response to a resolution adopted by the Synod re- 
questing the Columbus Church to surrender the 
right to elect one third of the trustees, and the 
right to veto any proposal for the removal of the 
orphanage to another site, which had been provided 
in the charter, the Columbus Church declined to 
accede to this request, on the grounds that no 
reasonable or concrete proposal had been submitted 
with respect to removal or the future operation 
of the orphanage. After prolonged discussion the 
Synod took the following action: “Resolved, that 
a committee of six from the Synod of Mississippi 
be appointed to work with a similar existing com- 
mittee from the Synod of Louisiana to study the 
Ministry of the Synods of Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi in the sphere of orphanage service, and to 
recommend a concrete proposal to the two synods 
at the stated meetings in 1955.”’ The Moderator 
appointed on this committee the following: Hon. 
Frank Everett, Vicksburg, Chairman; Rev. T. 
Russell Nunan, Greenville; Rev. J. P. F. Ste- 
phenson, Clarksdale; Rev. L. A. Holley, Okolona; 
Mr. C. Y. Katzenmier, Port Gibson, and Mr. 
A. G. Brush, Laurel. 


A special committee had been appointed by the 
stated meeting of Synod to consider the action 
of the Ninety-fourth General Assembly on_ the 
matter of Segregation and to prepare a memorial 
to the next General Assembly concerning the mat- 
ter. This committee of which Rev. R. L. Walkup 
of Starkville was chairman presented a majority 
report mildly criticizing the action of the Assembly 
and urging that future deliverences of the Assembly 
concerning such matters, be clearly grounded on 
Scripture. Dr. G. T. Gillespie, of Jackson, pre- 
sented a minority report, proposing a memorial 
to the Assembly couched in respectful language 
but making vigorous protest against the action of 
the Assembly on both constitutional and Scrip- 
tural grounds. After considerable discussion the 
minority proposal was adopted by a large majority. 
In substance it states: 1. That the Synod cannot 
in good conscience and for other good and sufficient 
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reisons comply with the recommendations of the 
Ninety-fourth General Assembly to abandon the 
principle and practice of segregation in its schools, 
young peoples conferences, and local congrega- 
tion; 2. The Synod overtures the Ninety-fifth 
General Assembly to reconsider and rescind the 
action of the last assembly in adopting the report 
of the Council of Christian Relations with the 
recommendations contained therein, as contrary to 
the constitution of the church and the example of 
Christ; 3. That the Assembly “redefine the 
functions of the Council of Christian Relations 
> and take such other steps as may be 
deemed necessary to insure that in the future these 
and similar agencies of the Church shall scrupu- 
lously respect and observe the principles set forth 
in the Confession of Faith, Chapter XX XI, Sec- 
tion IV, and in the Book of Church Order, Chap- 
ter XIII, paragraphs 57 and 58.” 


A protest against the action of the Synod with 
respect to Segregation, signed by Rev. Arthur M. 
Schneider, Jr., and a number of others, was ad- 
mitted to the records of Synod. In connection with 
the consideration of this matter, Dr. Gillespie 
presented to the Synod a carefully prepared state- 
ment in defense of the Principle of Segregation 
from the standpoint of the Christian citizen, in 
which he undertook to show that the principle 
of segregation did not necessarily involve discrim- 
ination, that it was not in conflict with the Scrip- 
tures or the spirit and teachings of Christ, and 
that it could be defended on moral, ethical and 
sociological grounds, as the fairest and best solu- 
tion of the problem of race relations, for both the 
white and the colored races. Dr. Gillespie did 
not ask the Synod to approve or adopt his state- 
ment, but offered it as an explanation of the posi- 
tion which he felt compelled to take on this ques- 
tion, and which he felt represented the position 
of the great majority of Christian people in the 
South. 


The Synod approved a request from the Board 
of Trustees of Chamberlain-Hunt Academy to be 
authorized to issue bonds in the amount of $100,- 
000 for the purpose of erecting a new Student 
Union and Recreation Center Building on the 
campus of the Academy. 


The date of the meeting of Synod was changed 
from the fall to midsummer, and the Synod ad- 
journed to meet at Belhaven College, June 28, 
1955, at 7:30 P. M. 





Payments On Pledges To 
Vegro Work Lagging 


Atlanta, Ga. — Lagging payments of pledges 
to the Negro Work Campaign, as reported here 
today to the Board of Church Extension, resulted 
in the reactivation of the Administrative Commit- 
tee that headed up the highly successful drive two 
years ago. 


DECEMBER 1, 1954 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards, of Decatur, Ga., 
chairman of the Board, Dr. Vernon Broyles, of 
Atlanta, former executive-secretary of the Board, 
and Robert L. Peters, Kingsport, Tenn., make 
up the committee under Dr. P. D. Miller, of 
Atlanta, who has been a chairman of the campaign 
throughout. The Board voted reactivation after 
hearing reports that barely half of the total 
$2,225,000 pledged had been paid, although two- 
thirds of the time for payment had passed. 


Figures quoted showed that as of Nov. l, 
$1,127,772.62 had been received, leaving a balance 
of nearly $1,100,000 due by the end of December, 
1955. Receipts through today have increased the 
total by $11,101 to $1,138,873.84, the campaign 
office added, bringing the total due down to 
$1,086,139.81. Already divided between the two 
agencies sharing in the campaign, Stillman College 
and the Division of Negro Work of the Board 
of Church Extension, is a total of $987,098.14. This 
leaves an undivided balance, above expenses already 
paid out, of $13,755.76, most of which came in 
during the past 10 days. 





Columbia Seminary Students 
Visit Presbyterian Center 


Atlanta, Ga. — The entire student body of Co- 
lumbia Presbyterian Seminary, Decatur, Ga., last 
week visited the Presbyterian Center here, the first 
such large student delegation to be shown through 
the eight-month-old headquarters offices for six 
agencies of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


The visit, which grew out of plans made by a 
faculty committee of professors in the practical 
fields, was designed to give the student ministers 
background information in the services offered 
through the agencies, and to encourage the young 
men to make full use of available church literature. 


Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story Bible 
By Catherine F. Vos 


732 Pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
ences, pronunciation guide, large, clear type, $3.95 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 
By Elsie E. Egermeier 


Three editions to choose from. “A” is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 608 pages. “B” is culture edition with 
every feature of “A” plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C” is deluxe gift edition, contains all features of “A”; and 
“B” adding 16 pages of pictures and stories on life of 
Christ with 16-page photographic reproduction of Holy 
Land scenes. “A,” $2.95. “B,” $3.95. “C,” $4.95. 


The Foster Bible Story Books 
By Charles Foster 


An illustrative list of titles, including: Story Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.00), Story Of The Bible ($2.25), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.35), and Bible Pictures ($2.00). Each dis- 
tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and especially adapted for 
small children. 
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A World-Wide Vision 


Embodied in the desire to maintain the autonomy and integrity 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. is a nation-wide and a 
world-wide vision for a Presbyterian Church which stands for 
the historic Presbyterian faith without compromise and with 
convictions which are so needed in our world today. 


Presbyterianism, as believed and as practiced in America 
in the early history of our country, can still be a binding and 
strengthening force at home and abroad. 


But, a Presbyterianism which is inclusive in the sense that 
its doctrines are no longer binding, but elective, is not the force 


for righteousness for which, in the past, its name has been 
synonymous. 


W rite for literature which explains why we oppose the pres- 
ent Plan of Union. 
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